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Deficit Reduction Act of 2005, P.L. 109-171
Effective Dates of Selected Sections
The Deficit Reduction Act of 2005 was signed into law on February 8, 2006.  A number of provisions are of key interest to people with disabilities and their families.  The chart below lists the key sections in order of their effective dates.  For more details about each provision, see the companion summary. 
	Effective Date
	Title
	Mandatory or Optional
	Section

	1/1/2006
	Disqualification for Long Term Care Assistance for Individuals with Substantial Home Equity
	Mandatory with one state option
	6014

	2/8/2006
	Lengthening Look-Back Period; Change in Beginning Date for Period of Ineligibility
	Mandatory
	6011

	2/8/2006
	State Option to Establish Non-Emergency Medical Transportation Program
	Optional
	6083

	2/8/2006
	Katrina Relief
	
	6201-6203

	2/8/2006
	Expansion of State Long Term Care Partnership Program
	Optional
	6021

	2/8/2006
	Medicaid Integrity Program
	Mandatory


	6035

	2/8/2006 
	Review of State Agency Blindness and Disability Determinations
	Mandatory 
	7501

	2/8/2006

	Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)
(However, changes to the caseload reduction credit and inclusion of families receiving assistance under separate state programs become effective October 1, 2006.)
	Reauthorized through 9/30/2010
	7101-7103

	3/31/2006
	State Option for Alternative Medicaid Premiums and Cost Sharing
	Optional
	6041

	Effective Date
	Title
	Mandatory or Optional
	Section

	3/31/2006
	Use of Benchmark Benefit Packages
	Optional
	6044

	3/31/2006
	Special Rules For Cost Sharing for Prescription Drugs
	Optional
	6042

	5/8/2006
	Payment of Certain Lump Sum Benefits in Installments Under the Supplemental Security Income Program
	Mandatory
	7502

	7/1/2006
	Improved Enforcement of Documentation Requirements
	Mandatory 
	6037

	10/1/2006
	Demonstration Projects Regarding Home and Community-Based Alternatives to Psychiatric Residential Treatment Facilities
	Optional: competitive grants
	6063

	10/1/2006
	Development and Support of Family-to-Family Health Information Centers
	Mandatory (but done in stages)
	6064

	1/1/2007
	Expanded Access to Home and Community-Based Services for the Elderly and Disabled
	Optional
	6086

	1/1/2007
	Money Follows the Person Rebalancing Demonstration
	Competitive Grants
	6071

	1/1/2007
	Encouraging the Enactment of State False Claims Acts
	Optional (financial encouragement)
	6032

	1/1/2007
	Optional Choice of Self-Directed Personal Assistance Services (Cash and Counseling)
	Optional
	6087

	1/1/2007
	Employee Education About False Claims Recovery
	Mandatory
	6033

	1/1/2007
	Emergency Room Co-Payments for Non-Emergency Care
	Optional
	6043

	1/1/2007
	Family Opportunity Act
	Optional
	6062

	1/1/2007
	Enhancing Third Party Identification and Payment
	Mandatory
	6036

	2/8/2007
	Restoration of Medicaid Eligibility for Certain SSI Beneficiaries
	Mandatory
	6065
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