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 IN ACTION
Every March for the past 17 years people from all over Northwest Missouri
have come together for a fun-filled day of cooking chili, listening to music,
and enjoying crafts, all in the name of making money for children and
adults with developmental disabilities.  This year was no different as UCP
held its 18th Annual Heart of America Chili Challenge on March 7th at the St.
Joseph Civic Arena, and raised a record breaking $34,000!

The Chili Challenge is UCP’s only fundraising event and its success is
critical to the services UCP provides to children and adults with
disabilities.  “I’m always a little overwhelmed at the response of the
community in the way it faithfully supports UCP through this event.  The
dedication and generousity of everyone from the sponsors to the
contestants to the public who attend is what makes this event such a
success,” said Teresa Gagliano, UCP Executive Director.

While teams enter into a friendly competition for best chili, determined by
volunteer judges another competition is going on for the People’s Choice
Award, which is given to the team which individually raises the most
money for UCP.  “The teams are very creative in the way they raise the
money, some selling items in their booths the day of the Chili Challenge,
while others get individual donations prior to the event.” commented
Ms. Gagliano. This year the Silgan Containers clinched the award for the
fourth year in a row raising a total of $4,140.  Accepting their award they
acknowledged Jeff Harris of Chili Time coming in a close second with a
total of $3,805.

Monies raised from the Chili Challenge go directly to
helping UCP carry out its mission “to positively affect
the quality of life of persons with developmental
disabilities through the provision of direct services,
community awareness, and advocacy services”.  These
services include early intervention therapies and
preschool services for children, and habilitative
training, community integration, and employment
services for adults.  UCP also offers information and
referral services for individuals and their families, as
well as disability awareness activities for the
community.

Friendly Competition Makes UCP Big Winner!

(Left) First place winners of the People’s Choice Award, Silgan
Containers. (Right) Second place winners of the People’s Choice

Award, Jeff Harris with Chili Time.
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The community turns out in a BIG way!



And the Winners Are...
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1st: Magnum 4
2nd: Road Kill Cafe
3rd: Chili Time
4th: The Downey & Bennett Chili Connection
5th: Heather’s Hikers

Magnum 4

1st: The Posse
2nd: Hooters
3rd: Hi-Ho Bar & Grill
4th: Dinky Diner
5th: Ventura Foods

The Posse

1st: Industrial Strength Chili
2nd: Wiley’s Lounge
3rd: Buffalo Bar
4th: Ancient Order of Hibernians
5th: Chatterott Vili

Industrial Strenth Chili

1st:  Magnum 4
2nd: Industrial Strength Chili
3rd: Road Kill Cafe

Magnum 4

1st: UMB Bank
2nd: The Downey & Bennett Chili Connection
3rd: Silgan Containers

UMB Bank

1st: Silgan Containers
2nd: Chili Time
3rd: Knights of Columbus 5067

1st Place, The Posse

Missouri State Champion

Commercial Sponsor Division

Professional Division

Amateur Division

Best Decorated Booth

All Beef DivisionPeople’s Choice Award

Silgan Containers
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“Community” Main Ingredient for Success of Chili Challenge

Steve Culver
Renee King
Tim Squires

Rex Strayer
Dick Sipes

Bank Midwest, N.A.
Barbosa’s
Dan Radke
John and Donna Wilson
Kranitz & Kranitz, PC
Robertson Family Foundation
Rupp Funeral Home
St. Joseph Electric Supply Co.
The Carriage House Law Office

Aarons Sales & Lease
American Angus Association
Aquila
Commerce Bank
Joseph W. Elliott
Murphy, Taylor, Siemens, & Elliott, P.C.

American Family Insurance
Burnham, Colman, Kaelin, and Walker
Chaun’s Catering, Inc.
Heartland Health
Hillyard Companies
HyVee St. Joe
Katherine J. Konz, DDS PC
Nodaway Valley Bank
US Bank

The Chili Challenge is truly a community event. UCP greatfully acknowledges the committment and hard
work of those who made this year’s event such a huge success.

St. Joe Beverage
St. Jo Frontier Casino
Cornerstone Pediatrics

Cablevision Advertising
Green Hills/Kovac’s
KFEQ
K-JO 105.5
Knights of Columbus Council 5067
KQ2 News
Oldies 1550 am
Penn Street Signs
Q Country 92.7 fm
R. King Marketing, Inc.
St. Joseph Civic Arena
St. Joseph News Press

19th Hole
Sam Singleton
Ancient Order of Hibernians
Tom Supple
Branson-McKinley Heating & Cooling
Phil McKinley
Buffalo Bar
Tracey Allen
Bush Wackers
Lance Walker
Chatterott Vili
Carli Sontheimer
Chili Time
Jeff Harris
Come On Ice Cream Chili Team
Donald Wright
Diane Moravec
Diane Moravec
Dragon Chili
Keith Hawxby
Eagles Lodge Bethany Mo Aerie 2534
Alva Stout
First & Last Chance
Randy Silvey
Griff-A-Licious Chili
Brett Esely
HARD Kore Kustoms
Jim Simerly

Chili Challenge Teams and Captains
Professional

Major Sponsors ($500 donation)

Sponsors ($250 donation)

Chili Chums ($100 donation)

Major Sponsors

Volunteer Event Coordinators

Event Emcees

Chili Challenge Teams and Captains
Amateur

Casual Catering
Susan Gaudreau
Chaun’s Catering
Chaun Mueller
Country Squire Apartments
Mike Wareham
Dinky Diner
Cheryl & Forest Green
Flaming Moes
Blake Roth
Food 4 Less
Jerry Carter
HiHo Bar & Grill
John Garvey
Hooters
Abraham Black
Knights of Columbus 5067
Dan Grable
Kovacs Grocery
Brandon Rich
Robin Schurman
Robin Schurman
The Posse
Rick Palma
St. Jo Frontier Casino
Dave Bish
St. Joseph Riverfront Hotel
John Martinez
Ventura Foods
Lewis Kendall

Heather’s Hikers
Glenn McGlothlin
Industrial Strength Chili
Mike Fitzpatrick
Kean Brothers
Doug Kean
Keim TS, Inc.
Sean Steward
Knights of Columbus 5067
Dan Grable
Long Branch Crop Tours LTD
John Thompson
Magnum 4
Charles Bottorff
Mirrors Nightclub
Tracy Allen
Moila
Aaron Jacobsen
News Press
David Mapel
Outlaw Chili
Jordon Cunningham
Patti Joyce
Patti Joyce
Pop’s Place
Steve Holland
Rajun Cajuns
Doug McClurg
Road Kill Café
Marlowe Klaiber
Silgan Containers
Bill Swope
South of the Border
Jim Dykes
The Downey and Bennett Chili Connection
Stacy Downey
Tootin Trio
Luane Praiwater
UMB Bank
Brian Miller
United Paper
Becky Veale
Westward Ho!
Ken Shearin
Wiley’s Lounge
Tonda Wiley
Western Reception Diagnostic and
Correctional Center
Harriet Archdekin
Z-Mortgage Company
Joe Zook

Chili Challenge Teams and Captains
Amateur (continued)

Major Sponsors Plus ($500+ donation)
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One Family’s Generosity Makes Young Man’s
Dream Come True

For those who were at the Chili Challenge, it
will be a moment not soon forgotten and one
that exemplifies the giving spirit of the people
of this community.  In a touching presentation
made by Bill Swope on behalf of the family of
the late Ronnie Sisk, seven-year-old Colton
Rich learned that he would receive Ronnies
favorite power chair.  The Sisk family do-
nated the power chair in memory of Ronnie,
and wanted it to go to a child who needed it.
Taken totally by surprise by the announce-

ment, Colton, who has cerebral palsy, was lifted from his manual wheelchair and
placed in the power chair  by Ronnie’s father, Ron Sisk.

Ronnie, or “R.O.”, as his family and friends knew him,
passed away in May of last year  at the young age of
23.  An avid Cheifs fan, Ronnie was a graduate of
Central H.S. and attended Missouri Western State
College.

Overwhelmed by the gift, Colton took several laps in
the power chair before going to his mother who he told,
“Mama I was so happy I thought I would cry!”

Colton reacts to the good news as
Bill Swope,Ron Sisk, Steve

Culver, and Dick Sipes look on.

UCP of Northwest Missouri’s
mission is to “positively affect the

quality of life of persons with
cerebral palsy and other

developmental disabilities
through the provision of direct

services, community awareness,
and advocacy.”

UCP of NWMO is a 501 (c) (3)
organization governed by a 15

member board of directors and is
accredited by CARF

(The Rehabilitation Commis-
sion.)

Rick Gilmore, President
Kris Smith, Vice President

Michele Thomason, Secretary
Jim Carolus, Treasurer

Scott Bransfield
Kathy Blackford

Steve Creal
Bob Cummings
Douglas Evans
Cindy Gove

Becky Hampton
Jason Soper
Tim Squires

Donna Wilson
Karen Woodbury

Ronnie (R.O.) Sisk


